2020 05 10 Service of the Word.

IN THE NAME
. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
A people for His own possession,
That you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
Who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.
In the name of the Father and of the Son { and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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OrFORO

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Friends in Christ: Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C: Lord God, our heavenly Father, I am a sinner and | have sinned against You,
not only in my words and actions, but also in my secret thoughts and desires
which I cannot fully know or understand, but which You know completely. I am
sorry that | have displeased You, and repent of the evil | have done. For the sake
of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, have mercy on me, forgive my sins, and
graciously help me in my weakness. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession and prayer I, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. On behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ,
and by His command, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son 1 and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16
P: In You, O Lord, do | take refuge;

let me never be put to shame; in Your righteousness deliver me!
C: Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily!

Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me!

For You are my rock and my fortress;

and for Your name’s sake You lead me and guide me;
You take me out of the net they have hidden for me,

for You are my refuge.
Into Your hand | commit my spirit;

You have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.
My times are in Your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors!
Make Your face shine on Your servant;

save me in Your steadfast love!
C: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

GREETING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Lord God, You make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Lead us to
love what You command and desire what You promise, so that, among the
changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found. We ask
this through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING

P: Our Gospel reading for today comes from the Gospel according to John 14:1-14.
“Truly “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that
| go to prepare a place for you? And if |1 go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. And
you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord,
show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does
his works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else
believe on account of the works themselves. “Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and greater works than
these will he do, because | am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my
name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me
anything in my name, | will do it.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise be to You, O Christ!

APOSTLES CREED

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of
God, the Father almighty, from thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

P: What does this mean?

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be
His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
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righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead,
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.
(Luther’s Small Catechism)
SERMON based on John 10:1-10.
P: Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Sermon “Is your Mum the only way?”

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds safe
in Christ Jesus.

C: Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Let us pray!

C: Gracious Father, we offer with joy and thanks what You have first given us —
ourselves, our time, and our possessions — as signs of Your goodness and
symbols of our love. Accept them for the sake of Jesus Christ, who offered
Himself for us. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
As newborn infants who long for the pure spiritual milk, let us come before the Lord
seeking His mercy with confidence that His grace will be sufficient for all our needs.

Almighty Father, everlasting God, Your Son has revealed You to us as a
merciful Lord. Give to us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe in Him whom You
have sent and do the greater works He has told us we will do in His name.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, You have promised to build up Your Church to be a holy priesthood, that
Your people might offer the spiritual sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving acceptable
to You. Bless Your Church and bring all congregations back together again. Bless all
pastors who proclaim Christ to us.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still You preserve what You
have made. Bless Scott Morrison, our prime minister, our government; and all state
and local officials, that they may fulfill their offices faithfully. Bless all emergency
and medical workers and the members of the armed forces who protect us, and teach
the nations the ways of peace.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O merciful Father, You have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have
promised not to ignore them in their afflictions. Turn back the pandemic across the
globe, and give us relief. Bless the sick with healing, those who suffer with strength
and patience, and the dying with peace.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the living, it has pleased You to call our sister Lita Schirmer into Your nearer
presence. We give You thanks for Lita, for the time You have given us to know her
and for the blessings that You have provided to us through her. Be also with all her
loved ones and comfort them with the hope of the resurrection and the life everlasting.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Gracious God, You have established the home and blessed those who show us Your
love. Bless all mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their
homes places of blessing and love, where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns
and love is displayed. Give us good examples to inspire youth to all that is good and
pure, and to seek after these things.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless all women who do not have children and those whose children are estranged
from them, that their hope and confidence may ever remain in You in whom true joy
is found. Give us hearts that give thanks for our mothers, and forgive them where they
have failed and fallen short, that willingly obey them, and that gladly honour them.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You have given us the wisdom of faith that through the Spirit we
might know Your Son to be the way, the truth and the life. Bless all those who teach
and all who learn, that the goal of our knowledge may be to know Christ and to make
Him known. Do not let Your Word be bound, but let it have free course among us.
Preserve those in isolation and let our minds be renewed in Scripture and prayer.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Compassionate Father, You are not aloof from the needs of this body and life, and
You have called us to love our neighbour in need and give aid to the poor. Give us
courage and faith, that we may not fear sharing the resources You have supplied with
those who live in want, especially the poor, the widow, the orphan and the
unemployed. Let love be perfected among us to drive out selfish fears.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal Father of an eternal mercy, You have raised up witnesses in every age and
blessed us with those who endured suffering and even death in faithfulness to Christ.
We give You thanks for these faithful saints and martyrs, and we pray You to make us
strong when we face the day of test, that at length we may be brought with them into
the joy of Your presence and the glory of everlasting life.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise You, God, for Your goodness in hearing the prayers of Your people and
granting us confidence to approach Your throne of mercy. Hear us now in the name of
and for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom, with whom and
in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory is Yours, almighty
Father, both now and forevermore. Amen.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favour f, and give you peace.

C: Amen.
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