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“Give up yourself!” Mar 1:9-15  

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
 
with you I am well pleased.”  

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, 

and the angels were ministering to him.  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.”  

Today we have for our meditation Jesus baptism, temptations and preaching. Let’s 

see how these words of Mark shape our understanding about Jesus and about us as 

Jesus’ disciples.  

What would you say, if I asked you, what do you like in Jesus? Why do you like 

Jesus? Assuming that there is at least something in Him that you like. Another way 

to put it would be - what picture, what image of Jesus do you like?  

You may have your own answers, but very often people are pretty much like Jesus’ 

closest disciples. They really enjoyed being together with their Teacher. For He 

was an amazing guy. The things that He could do, it was mind blowing. No one 

could do what Jesus did.  

Such power, such might, such miracles. Nature obeyed Him whenever He 

commanded it, sicknesses and demons, even death. They all had to submit when 

Jesus spoke to them. He obviously was the Son of God with divine power. 

Feeding four thousand, feeding five thousand, raising up Lazarus, and so on. Jesus 

disciples loved to be together with Him. He was invincible and they felt a little bit 

like that when together with Him. Who would mind to experience it?! 

His wisdom. How many times Jesus adversaries tried to catch Him in His words, 

but every time Jesus wisdom was much more superior and He always left their 

disputes as a winner.  

To be honest, who wouldn’t want to be together with Him? These are things which 

make us excited when we think about Jesus. This picture, this image of Jesus is 

what so many people really like.  

Then we want to be like Him, triumphant over our adversaries, boldly achieving 

our goals. Being super-Christians, doing things like our Teacher did. Who 

wouldn’t love to be super successful as Christian, with Jesus help of course.  
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When we could make things happen: people returning to Christ whenever we 

invite them, congregations growing, new members steaming is, our different 

ministries flourishing, so that people around us see how fruitful our activities are. 

Who wouldn’t want this glory? For the sake of the Gospel, of course.  

But Mark in these verses which we read today portrays quite different Jesus. Very 

different. Passive Jesus. He didn’t do much. Yes, He came from Galilee to be 

baptized, but then, that’s it.  

That was John who did the baptizing. Jesus simply received it. That was the Father 

who spoke to Him from heaven. Jesus simply listened. That was the Holy Spirit, 

who drove Him into the wilderness.  

That was Satan who was tempting Jesus. These were angels who served Him,  and 

wild animals who accompanied Him. Jesus was rather passive.  

Instead of being in control and doing things Jesus simply received what was done 

to Him. He was simply obediently receiving what was done to Him. What to make 

of it? Why was He so passive?  

To be able to understand it, we need to ask this question – what really defined 

Jesus ministry? What was the very heart of His ministry? Miracles? Feeding of 

thousands? Healing of thousands? Raising the dead? Rebuking the storm?  

Did Jesus come to surprise everyone by His abilities? Was this the reason for His 

incarnation? When Jesus was about to ascend into heaven He instructed His 

disciples and sent them as His witnesses to all nations. 

The apostles put together the most important things that we need to know about 

Jesus ministry, and you know what they are. We say them every time, when we 

come together in God’s presence.  

“Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried…” This is how Jesus life is summarized.  

Nothing about miracles. How did Jesus Himself described His mission? When the 

apostles were arguing who is going to be more important among them, Jesus said: 

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” (Mar 10:45) 

When Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, Jesus right away begun to teach 

“that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” (Mat 16:21) 

And Peter said: “Yes, Lord, that what we were hoping for!” No, Peter said: “Far it 

be from you!” And Jesus said: “Get behind me Satan… for you are not setting you 

mind on the things of God, but on the things of men.”  
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We want glory and fame… yes, the things of men. They are so sweet. They make 

us feel so good. Of course, we want this glory for doing something good and noble, 

and useful. To be seen and noticed how wonderful people we are.  

But Jesus ministry was defined not by earthly glory, but by setting His mind on the 

things of God. How? The apostle Paul wrote that Jesus “emptied himself, by taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.”  

And also - even if “He was a son [of God], he learned obedience through what he 

suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 

who obey him.” (Heb. 5:8-9) 

This is how we can understand Jesus passivity. From the very beginning of His 

ministry He learned obedience to the Father through temptations and sufferings. 

Beginning with His baptism, being led into the wilderness, being tempted 

throughout His ministry.  

In all of this He denied Himself and lived for others. And when did it happen when 

He was made perfect in His obedience? When did His obedience earned eternal 

salvation for us? On the cross. Sacrificing Himself for us. So that you could live.  

This is how Christ showed His love towards you, and His obedience to the Father. 

Denying Himself for your sake. Putting Himself aside and considering you more 

important than His own life.  

Now, what can we learn from this? What does it mean for us? If we want to be 

Jesus disciples, then the first that we need to learn is obedience to the Father. This 

is the first, and the most difficult one. Our mission impossible.  

Why? Because no one wants it. We don’t want to be obedient to God. First, we 

think that we know things better. At least we know what we want, even if we don’t 

know what we need. What He says may not correspond to what we want.  

So why would we listen to God? And even if it seems that sometimes He may be 

right, still, we so often want to go our own way. Instead of being obedient to God, 

we want to be like god’s ourselves. We want to be in control, we to be in charge. 

We want to decide what is right and wrong.  

Jesus learned obedience. Jesus! How much more do we need it? To learn to be 

humble before God and not to come before Him with our own demands. For this is 

what we want so often. We want God to do what we want. We want His church to 

do exactly what we want, to be like we want. For we know better.  
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Jesus learned obedience. Obedience to God begins with listening to God. Listening 

to what God is speaking to you in His word. Listening to Him in the Divine 

Service, listening to Him reading the Bible, in home devotions or in Bible studies.  

Trying to understand what God’s will and what His attitude towards you is. There 

cannot be any obedience to God if we event don’t know what God is speaking to 

us. But how few are those who want to listen to Him! 

How much more are those who are too busy, or who know everything already, who 

are smarter than God. How much more are those who want to listen to other 

authorities, other gods, but primarily to themselves.  

But what happens to those who want to be obedient to God, who want to listen to 

what He speaks to you? Those few receive the Holy Spirit, and joy and peace and 

wisdom. For where is the Word, there is the Holy Spirit. Thus by listening to God 

you receive the Holy Spirit and many of His gifts.  

But, where is the Holy Spirit, there are also – temptations. Yes, that’s right. This is 

how things are for Christians in this world. Once you listen to the Lord, once you 

receive the Holy Spirit, once you want to live in obedience to the Father, you 

become very dangerous for the chief adversary of Christ - Satan.  

And he will not want you to enjoy peace and joy without troubles. He will be on 

your neck right away, he will be coming for you, he will do His best to test you, to 

temp you, to make you suffer if possible, so that only He can turn you away from 

the word, from listening to God.  

It may sound scary, it is inevitable, but it is also good. For this is when God 

actually shapes us and makes of us something good and useful. You know from 

your own experiences, - what situations make you stronger? Easy life or 

challenges?  

Of course, challenges. As soon as we start to listen to the Lord, and want to change 

our lives, Satan will attack, in one way or in another. He will try to make you focus 

on your troubles, instead of focusing on God.  

If he can make it happen, if we forget about God and focus on our problems, Satan 

will use it to alienate us from the Father. That’s why it is so, so important to 

remember - where do we need to run for help? That’s right, back to Christ and the 

Holy Spirit.  

This is how God the Father shapes us and makes us stronger. In fact, we can say 

that He makes Satan to work for Him and for us, for if we are clear about what is 

happening, and we look for help to the Father, we grow stronger and stronger in 

our Lord.  

http://www.pastorsblog.com.au/


Find more on www.PastorsBlog.com.au   5 

 

This is how we need to look to temptations and struggles. Imagine that you are a 

block of marble, and God is a sculptor. If He wants to make you into something 

beautiful, He need to chop away anything that is obstructive.  

He can’t do it by nursing us, He needs to make some hard hits. But all of this is a 

part of creative process where we are made into God’s people. This is how He 

prepares us for our mission.  

In obedience to Him, listening to His word, tempted and tested by the adversary, 

strengthen by His Spirit - He prepares us to live for others, to have the mind of 

Christ, in humility counting others more significant than ourselves. 

So what can we learn about us? What does it mean for us Christians? It is not about 

doing big things, it is not about our glory. It is not about us at all. It is about our 

God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and about our neighbour.  

It is about God doing things for us and through us. We simply receive what He has 

prepared for us, and then use all of it to serve our neighbours.  

And when you do this, when you try to obedient to the Father, when you listen to 

our God, you know, the heavens are open and the Father looks at you and says: 

“You are my beloved child, with you I’m well pleased.”  

When you take your crosses, whatever they are, they are much lighter for Jesus 

carries them with you and the Holy Spirit descends to help you, and angels are 

around you to serve you. This is how things are for us, Christians.  

I think this could be a worthy goal for this Lent season, and not just for this Lent, 

for the whole life: give up yourself, listen to the Lord carefully, be ready for 

Satan’s temptations, and experience how the Father lovingly shapes you in the 

midst of this life’s troubles.  

Amen.  
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In the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I thank You, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray You to keep 

me this day also from sin and all evil, that all my doings and life may please 

You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 

Let You holy angel be with me, that the Evil One may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

Reading from Mark 1:9-15  

 

What kind of Jesus do we like? When He heals, rebukes the storm, commands evil 

spirit, feeds the thousands…  

Would we want to be like Jesus – doing big things? Yes, of course. 

But how is Jesus pictured in Mark, in what we read today? Is He doing big thing? 

No. Came, was baptized. Led to the wilderness. Tempted. Angels served Him.  

This is different. Why? Think why did Jesus come? We have it down in our creed. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, who was born from virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. Where are miracles?  

Not miracles. That was not important. He did not come to became famous. No. He 

came to deny Himself and to live for others. TO bring us forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life.  

What do we learn from it? As Jesus was obedient to the Father and lived for others, 

so also we need to do the same. And if we want to be obedient to the Father then 

we first need to listen to Him, that we may know what He wants to say us.  

How can we do it? When we listen to God speaking in the Service, in Bible 

Studies, in Sunday School, when you read the Bible at home.  

When we do it, the Holy Spirit comes to you, and He gives you joy and wisdom, 

and shapes you to be God’s people. This is how God makes you better and better.  

This is what we can do for Lent, try to give up caring about ourselves, but start 

listening to the Father and think how we can live for others.  

Amen.  

 

Prayers… what we want to pray for?  
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