“That’s about our mission” Luke 10:1-20

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two,
into every town and place where he himself was about to go.

2 And he said to them, ""The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. * Go your way;
behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. * Carry no moneybag, no
knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. > Whatever house you enter, first say,
"Peace be to this house!" ® And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if
not, it will return to you. * And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they
provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. ® Whenever you
enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. ° Heal the sick in it and say to
them, "The kingdom of God has come near to you.'

19 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say,
1 *Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know
this, that the kingdom of God has come near." ** I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day
for Sodom than for that town. ** ""Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. ** But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and
Sidon than for you. ** And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be
brought down to Hades. *°

"The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one
who rejects me rejects him who sent me.""

" The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, *'Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
your name!"* ® And he said to them, "'l saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. ** Behold, |
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. # Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." (Luke 10:1-20)

Grace and peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

Today we read about Jesus sending his disciples with a message about His kingdom. This
sending was almost as a preparation for the sending of the disciples to all nations. We also are sent
with the same message, we also are sent by the same Lord. That’s why it is S0 important to reflect at
what this passage reveals us about our mission.

This passage is very rich and we can’t discuss all that it contains that’s why we’ll focus on
three things. On message itself, what is its content, on authority, that is, on behalf of whom we are
speaking, and on our motivation, why should we be motivated to bring this message to all people.

First of all, about the message. Sending out His disciples Jesus instructed them what are they
supposed to speak. We can clearly highlight two things. Go and say: ‘Peace be to you’, and ‘the
kingdom of God has come near to you’.
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When we read these words in English we lose the profound beauty and depths of what was
being said. When we think about the word ‘peace’, we usually understand it as an absence of war,
absence of arguments.

This is far from what is meant by the word ‘peace’ in the Bible. We are talking here about the
Hebrew word ‘shalom’. It was the word used to describe the total, all embracing well-being.

Physical wellbeing, emotional wellbeing, social and spiritual prosperity. Not just for
individuals, but for entire community. That was the word to describe what would life look like in
God’s presence. Shalom. Peace. This was the state of being which was lost after the Fall and for
which all the faithful were longing.

Already in Moses time, God Yahweh commanded His chosen nation, Israel, to bless one
another by invoking God’s shalom. When said, these blessings were efficient bringing God’s shalom
to one’s neighbors.

Not in some magical way, but because of God’s command and promise attached to them. God
presence was implied, faith in true God was implied. God’s blessings could come only when you had
relations with God.

What is interesting, the most famous of these blessings is still part of our Church liturgy. “The
LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”

God gives you His shalom... that’s what we receive at the end of our service. Isn’t it
wonderful? God gave His promise: “So ... put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless
them.” (Num. 6:27)

Just think about it, for three and half millennia we have blessed one another with these words.
‘The Lord bless you and keep you!” How many generations of faithful have heard them?! We are in
the same Church with all of them.

Now about the other part of Jesus message, about the kingdom of God. It was not mere one
more kingdom among others to talk about. That was the ultimate kingdom, the one which prophet
Daniel foresaw 500 years earlier when he wrote that... “... the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that shall never be destroyed, ... and it [His kingdom] shall stand forever.” (Dan 2:44)

He also wrote that he saw ... one like a son of man... and to him was given dominion and
glory and a kingdom... his dominion is an everlasting dominion... and his kingdom... shall not be
destroyed.” (Dan 7:13-14)

Does it ring a bell? When Jesus begun His ministry He proclaimed that “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mar 1:15 ) And now He was
sending out His disciples with the same message, go and tell that the Kingdom of God is near.

The presence of the Kingdom of God was the reason why Jesus disciples were sent to proclaim
God shalom. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and prince of shalom, as prophet Isaiah calls Him (Is 9:6),
was in their midst.

By His presence Jesus brought the long awaited restoration of the entire creation. He brought
healing to this world - physical and spiritual, healing our bodies and forgiving our sins, cleansing our
consciences and restoring our relations with God the Father and with one another. He brought
shalom.
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We have the same message. It is just a little different. We are sent to bring the shalom to all
around us. The only difference is that the Kingdom of God is not near anymore. It is already here. As
Jesus said after His resurrection: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” (Mat
28:18-19)

We are not sent to proclaim something that is going to happen. We are sent to proclaim what
has already happen. That’s our reality. We are just waiting for our King’s glorious return, when all
the nations will be gathered before His throne. (Mt 25:31-32) That’s our message. Beautiful and
powerful.

Now, let’s talk about the authority. We discussed in “Unmasking Christianity” Bible study
that there is an inscription from the time of Jesus that begins with words “The Gospel of Caesar
Augustus”. What’s that?

At Jesus times the word ‘gospel’ was used speaking about significant events. About a victory
in a war, or about the ascension on the throne of a new king. These were news that everyone should
know. Because everyone was influenced by them. The gospel of Caesar Augustus meant that he had
begun His reign. He was the new emperor of the Roman Empire.

We know that the Gospel according Mark begins with the words: “The beginning of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mar 1:1) What does it mean? That Jesus, the Son of God has begun
His reign. His kingdom is established as God promised it. He have got all authority.

We know that society in which we live is becoming more and more hostile to the Gospel.
Western culture is becoming more and more religious, just in a different sense.

More and more people have begun to believe, yes!, believe, not to know, this so called secular,
materialistic worldview, which claims to be scientific. It only claims, but essentially it is just one
more religion, where instead of God, they have evolution and we can be like gods ourselves.

Don’t be deceived! This worldview is not neutral, it is not tolerant, it is aggressive against
anyone who doesn’t agree with it. That’s why there are statements like: “Keep your religion private,
that’s your personal thing.” On the other hand, we’ll promote our secular religion by all means —in
education, in politics, in media, everywhere... But you, other, keep silent!

We need to turn it around and put things straight. At least in our minds. We need to see things
as they are otherwise we don’t even know from whom we need to protect our faith.

What is real, and what is not? Is history real? Are historical events real? Is this real what we
can touch, hear, see? | would say, yes. Would you agree? That’s why we base our trust to God who
acted and acts in this history, in this reality, God “which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands” as apostle John describes it. (1Jo 1:1)

Religions, on the other hand are not real. It is when you make up your own ideas about this
world, with God or without God, about us, about how to live in this world, and then believe and try to
follow them contrary to what your senses, reason and experience tell you.

There really is no big difference which religion to believe, secular, evolutionary materialism,
Buddhism, Islam or some other. That’s a private choice. And I would agree that if you have a
religion, keep it private.

Don’t try to impose it to others. Don’t try to teach in schools and promote in public media. But
this is exactly what is happening today in Western culture. Secular worldview is being imposed to
everyone as the only objective reality, which it is not!
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When Jesus sent His disciples and when He sends us, it is not about religion. It is not about self
designed ideas or theories about this world. It is about reality. This is the Gospel of the Lord. His
Kingdom has been established. All authority has been given to Him. That’s it.

You may like it or not. You may want to accept it or not. When Caesar Augustus sent around
His gospel, it was not matter of preference. If people didn’t like it, so what? He was emperor. They
had to live with it. Of course, they could decide to resist His reign, become rebels. This way they
would openly make themselves his enemies. That’s an option.

When we are sent to bring the Gospel of Jesus, this wonderful Gospel that gracious and
merciful God has begun His reign, that He has all authority, even over death, we are not talking about
our personal preferences. We are speaking with Jesus authority, and on behalf of Him.

Jesus said: “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the
one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

This we need to keep in mind when we proclaim His Gospel. We are just messengers. The
authority of this message belongs to Christ. Our message is beautiful. This is the message about the
restoration of this broken world, the message about shalom that is given to us as a gift. It cost a whole
lot to God, but we get it for free.

As Jesus said, if people don’t accept it, leave them, but remind that the Kingdom of God is
here. Our responsibility is to share this message. The one who listens us, listens Jesus.

The one who rejects us, rejects Jesus and rejects also God the Father who sent Him. When
someone rejects the Gospel, they rebel, they revolt against the true Lord. That’s a consequence.

On one hand, it puts huge responsibility on us. We are God’s messengers, we need to do our
best to deliver the message as clearly as possible. There is no excuse to us if we don’t study the word
of God and don’t try to learn how to bring it to people around us in a best possible way. This has to
be our priority.

On the other hand, Jesus words give us a great comfort. We are just messengers. We are not
speaking on our behalf, but with Jesus authority. We are not selling ourselves. We are not selling
some kind of religious principles.

No, we come bringing God’s shalom to everyone. If the message is welcomed, this is Jesus and
the kingdom of God that are welcomed. If the message is rejected, this is Jesus who is rejected, and
not we.

People may like this message or they may dislike it, it changes only one thing. Where they
chose to put themselves. Within God’s kingdom, or outside of it. To be God’s children and heirs, or
rebels and revolutions against true Lord.

Christ reign has begun, nothing is going to change it. Nothing. All authority is given to Him.
We cannot even understand what these words mean. They are too big for us. But one is clear - we are
either with Him, or against Him.

There is no third, neutral way. There is no Christianity, then other religions and then some
neutral secular spot. No! There is either true God, or rebellion against Him. That simple.

The last thing to discuss is our motivation. What should it be?
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We read that Jesus disciples returned rejoicing. Of course. Just remember what had happened.
They healed the sick, they cast out demons in Jesus name. That’s so exciting. To be able to do all
these things. You can feel almost like the Son of God Himself.

We would probably rejoice if we had similar abilities; to do miracles which everyone can see.
It would make us so special. Us so special... Right?

We always rejoice when we accomplish things, when we can see results. Sometimes there are
results to what we do, sometimes there are not. When we talk about sharing Gospel, our joy, our
motivation shouldn’t depend on our achievements.

Jesus said: “Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.” What is this strange saying? Your names are written in heaven.

At Jesus time there where books in most of the cities where the names of the citizens where
written. Not everyone’s name was in this book, only names of those who were considered important
['] people. If your name was in this book you could enjoy all the benefits that citizens on the city
were entitled to receive.

This is what is means for us, as Jesus beloved disciple John revealed it. He saw “a new heaven
and a new earth... And heard a loud voice ... “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man... He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore.” (Rev 21:1-4) This is about our future. About the return on
our King.

But what is the most important ... “only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life” (Rev
21:27) will enter this city. Rejoice for your names are written in heaven! Yes, yours!

This has to be our true motivation. That our names are written in heaven. Jesus didn’t say that
your names will be written in heaven. No! They are already written in heaven. We may wonder —
how did this happen? When did my name where written in heaven?

When you were adopted as a child of God in the Holy Baptism. Then each you were made a
citizen of God’s kingdom. Then we were made heirs of God’s kingdom. Important citizens, by the
way, who enjoy all the benefits.

We ought to do our best bringing the message of shalom and God’s kingdom, which is
entrusted to each of us. We need to strive to do it as well as we can to the people among which we
live, for we are speaking not in our own authority, but on behalf of Christ.

But our motivation doesn’t come, it shouldn’t come from the results of our mission. Then we
would depend on our own success. When words of God are spoken, they will do their job. The result
is not up to us.

No, the source of our motivation and joy is the fact, that God the Father because of Jesus has
already accepted us. That He has already written our names in heaven. We know what awaits us. We
don’t know how exactly it will be, but we know that is will be joyful peace, it will be shalom in the
presence of God.

Come, Lord Jesus, come!
Amen.
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